


THE SHOW

Little Me is the autobiography of the optimistic, yet spectacularly accident-prone,
Hollywood star Belle Poitrine (née Schlumfert), who rises from poverty on the wrong
side of the tracks to wealth, culture and a position in society. She is born in Venezuela,
Illinois and lives with her highly dubious Momma! In her teens, Belle sets her sights
on Noble Eggleston, who lives on the right side of the tracks but whose mother puts an
abrupt end to their ambitions. Biding her time, Belle succeeds in landing a rich, 80-
year old, skinflint, Mr Pinchley. When he dies under suspicious circumstances, Belle is
arrested and put on trial for murder. She is acquitted, but the notoriety of the trial
brings her a vaudeville offer and romance with Val du Val who modestly considers
himself to be the world's greatest entertainer. Further romances develop for Belle
along the way including the myopic Fred Poitrine, George Musgrove who she marries
and almost lives happily ever after with!, Prince Cherney of Rozenzweig and the
imperious film director, Otto Schnitzler. Each romance, in some unexpected way,
advances both Belle's career and her fortune but also ends in bizarre circumstances -
nothing simple for our Belle! Fred Poitrine dies as a result of lodging his finger in a
typewriter, Val du Val is drowned when the ship on which he and Belle are returning
to America sinks. By suing the steamship company, Belle becomes very rich and
Hollywood claims her. Otto spears himself on a stage dagger that wasn't! Prince
Cherney suffers a hearts attack after losing everything gambling on a number that
Belle chooses. Belle nurses him and in gratitude, Prince Cherney makes her the
Countess Zoftig. At last Belle has social class. Finally, after much misunderstanding
and partner changing, Belle walks off into the sunset with her reformed alcoholic
sweetheart, Noble Eggleston.

Director: Joe Mott
Musical Director: Alexandra Beatty
Choreographer: Katy Markey

Cast: Laura Barclay, Lily Brewer, Alexa Bruce, Sally Cornwell, Louis Craig, Oli Evans
Chris Herriott, Jess Hislop, Matthew Hopwood, Antony Lloyd-Pay, Marc Lloyd-Pay,
Katy Markey, Rhys Mobsby, Joe Mott, Jodie Spencer, Emily Taylor and Laura West.

THE CHARITY

Chestnut Tree House is the only children's hospice in Sussex and cares for
children and young adults from 0-19 years of age with progressive life-limiting
and life threatening illnesses, from all over the county. Completed in 2003, the
hospice provides a 'home from home' environment with 10 children's bedrooms
plus 8 family rooms, a wet and dry play area, computer and music rooms, a multi
sensory room and hydrotherapy pool. The house is set in beautiful gardens within
an area of outstanding natural beauty. There are potentially 400 families with life-
limited children in Sussex. Chestnut Tree House offers support for the whole
family including psychological support, care in bereavement therapy, end of life
and respite care and sibling support. The hospice costs approximately £2 million
per year to run. Families are not charged for their care and the hospice receives
no government funding at all, so relies completely on the generosity, help and
support of the people of Sussex.




